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WASHINGTON 


Flynn pleads quilty to lying to the FBI 


Trump’s former national security adviser cooperating 
with special counsel in the Russia investigation 


By Eric Tucker and Chad Day 
The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON » Michael Flynn, the 
retired general who vigorously 
campaigned at Donald Trump’s 
side and then served as his first 
national security adviser, pleaded 
guilty Friday to lying to the FBI 
about reaching out to the Rus- 
sians on Trump’s behalf and said 
members of the president’s inner 
circle were intimately involved 
with — and at times directing — 
his contacts. 


His plea to a single felony count 
of false statements made him the 
first official of the Trump White 
House to be charged so far in the 
criminal investigation by special 
counsel Robert Mueller. And his 
action could be an ominous sign 
for a White House shadowed for 
the past year by investigations, 
turning Flynn into a potentially 
key government cooperator as 
prosecutors examine whether 
the Trump campaign and Rus- 
sia worked together to influence 


Trump’s favor. 

Friday’s developments don’t re- 
solve the paramount question of 
possible Trump-Russia coordina- 
tion in the campaign, but they do 
show that Flynn lied to the FBI 
about multiple conversations last 
December with the Russian am- 
bassador to the United States. 
Court papers make clear that se- 
nior Trump transition officials 
were fully aware of Flynn’s out- 
reach to Russian officials in the 
weeks before the inauguration. 

The officials were not named 
in court papers, but people famil- 
iar with the case identified two 
of them to The Associated Press 
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SUSAN WALSH — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Former national security adviser Michael Flynn, center, arrives at federal 
court in Washington on Friday. He pleaded guilty to lying to the FBI. 


SAN BERNARDINO TERRORIST ATTACK | 2 YEARS LATER 


NEXT STEP MAUEIN EFFORT 
TO CREATE MEMORIAL 


Key figure 
Aleman 


Gels SIX 
months 


By Joe Nelson 
jnelson@scng.com 
@SBCountyNow on Twitter 


Former San Bernardino 
County Assistant Assessor Adam 
Aleman, a key figure in corrup- 
tion scandals involving the As- 
sessor’s Office and a controver- 
sial legal settlement between the 
county and a land developer, was 
sentenced Friday to six months 
in jail. 

Aleman, 34, appeared with 
his attorney, Grover Porter, be- 
fore Judge Michael A. Smith in 
San Bernardino Superior Court 
for his sentencing. 

Smith, per the request of Por- 
ter and prosecutor Lewis Cope, 
reduced Aleman’s felony offenses 
to misdemeanors, then ordered 
him to surrender to the West 
Valley Detention Center, in Ran- 
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INSIDE 
Manufacturers feeling 
confident about region 


November was a good month for 
Inland manufacturers, Cal State 


JOHN VALENZUELA — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
Two years after the Dec. 2, 2015, tragedy in San Bernardino, small remnants remain of the memorial for the victims of the Inland 


Regional Center mass shooting at Waterman Avenue and Orange Show Road on Thursday. 


A consultant has been selected for a monument to honor victims 


San Bernardino researchers say. 
BUSINESS on NEWS 9 


Flower artists can now 
flourish at new school 


School offers lessons on craft- 


By Joe Nelson 
jnelson@scng.com 
@SBCountyNow on Twitter 


The San Bernardino County Admin- 
istrative Office finally selected a consul- 
tant to assist with design proposals for 
a memorial to honor victims of the Dec. 
2, 2015, terrorist attack at the Inland Re- 
gional Center. 

A special committee headed by county 
Supervisor Josie Gonzales already estab- 
lished that the memorial will be located 


INSIDE 
= Two years later, Redlands police reflect 
on San Bernardino terrorist attack. NEWS 6 
= Blood banks honoring victims. LOCAL 1 


somewhere on the grounds of the San 
Bernardino County Government Center, 
in downtown San Bernardino. 

But that is all that has been deter- 
mined in the two years since the deadly 
attack at the IRC that killed 14 people, 
13 of whom were employees of the coun- 
ty’s Environmental Health Services Di- 


vision. The exact location at the Govern- 
ment Center has yet to be chosen for the 
memorial. Additionally, a design has yet 
to be proposed or an artist selected. 
“The best answer is simply that these 


ing creations from flowers — just 
in time for those making holiday 
decorations. HOME + GARDEN 1 


“Things take time — usually five to 10 years in other communities. 
The memorial will be with us forever, and it’s going to mean a lot to 
alot of people. It’s best to take your time and get it right.” 


San Bernardino County spokesman David Wert 
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WASHINGTON 


Senate approves tax legislation by slim margin as 
Trump and Republicans near a big legislative win 


By Alan Fram, Marcy Gordon 
and Stephen Ohlemacher 
The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON » Republicans 
pushed a nearly $1.5 trillion tax 
bill through the Senate early Sat- 
urday after burst of eleventh- 
hour horse trading, as a party 
starved all year for a major legis- 
lative triumph took a giant step 
toward giving President Donald 
Trump one of his top priorities 
by Christmas. 

“Big bills are rarely popu- 


lar. You remember how unpop- 
ular ‘Obamacare’ was when it 
passed?” Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., said in 
an interview, shrugging off polls 
showing scant public enthusi- 
asm for the measure. He said 
the legislation would prove to 
be “just what the country needs 
to get growing again.” 

Senate approval came on a 51- 
49 roll call with Sen. Bob Corker, 
R-Tenn., the only lawmaker to 
cross party lines. The measure 
focuses its tax reductions on 


businesses and higher-earning 
individuals, gives more modest 
breaks to others and offers the 
boldest rewrite of the nation’s 
tax system since 1986. 
Republicans touted the pack- 
age as one that would benefit 
people of all incomes and ig- 
nite the economy. Even an of- 
ficial projection of a $1 trillion, 
10-year flood of deeper budget 
deficits couldn’t dissuade GOP 
senators from rallying behind 
the bill. 
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HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL PLAYOFFS 


KEITH BIRMINGHAM — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
Manny Allen, center, and Rancho Verde’s football team beat St. Francis, 
44-42, to win the ClF-Southern Section Division 3 crown, and Aquinas 
beat Burroughs, 24-6, to win the Division 9 title. SPORTS 1, 6 


